
O Tempores, O Mores



Oh the times! Oh the 
Morals!



Marcus Tullius 
Cicero 

Roman Senator, 
Orator & writer, b106 

B.C.E., d.43 B.C.E.



O legis!
 Do Changes in the Law tell us 

anything about changes in our society?



Oh the Laws!  

Sr. Linda K, as introduced by Br. 
John B. 09.09.2017 A.d.



Law defined

•  A System of, or a singular enactment that 
prohibits or allows or enables an individual or 
collective (group) action 

• Two methods of  creating legislation : government-
sponsored bills, or private members bills. 

• One method of  creating judgments: 
commencement of  a civil or criminal court case 
resulting in a judicial [or judge’s] decision





Who creates the LAW ?

• Created by the Legislature - House of  Commons 
and Senate federally,  or Ontario Legislature 
provincially . Statutes, and Regulations 

• Created by the Judiciary or Judges- who interpret 
and apply the law to the cases that come before them 

• Biblical reference: …”and you shall keep my statutes, 
judgments and commandments, for I am the Lord 
who sanctifies [makes you holy] you”





the legislative process

• Federally. The process is the same provincially. 
Except there is only one Legislature provincially. In 
Ontario it is called the Legislative Assembly, (often 
referred to as Queen’s Park)











It is customary to stand and 
applaud

when you agree with the statement of a 
member



sometimes debates become 
heated and personal

yelling and finger pointing are not uncommon in the House of 
commons  and Senate 



















Let’s look at how some laws have been 
changed [amended or repealed] to 

illustrate the process and see if the 
changes in the law tell us anything 

about the changes in canadian society



Ministerial & Religious 
Assembly protections

Clause 14: Existing text of sections 176 to 178: 

176 (1) Every one who 
(a) by threats or force, unlawfully obstructs or prevents or  
endeavours to obstruct or prevent a clergyman or minister from 
 celebrating divine service or performing any other function in  
connection with his calling, or 
(b) knowing that a clergyman or minister is about to perform, 
 is on his way to perform or is returning from the performance 
 of any of the duties or functions mentioned in paragraph (a) 
(i) assaults or offers any violence to him, or 
(ii) arrests him on a civil process, or under the pretence of  
executing a civil process, 
is guilty of an indictable offence  
and liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years. 

(2) Every one who wilfully disturbs or interrupts an assemblage  
of persons met for religious worship or for a moral, social or  
benevolent purpose is guilty of an offence punishable on summary 
 conviction.



Ministerial & R.A. cont’d

(3) Every one who, at or near a meeting  
referred to in subsection (2), wilfully does  
anything that disturbs the order or solemnity 
 of the meeting is guilty of an offence punishable 
 on summary conviction. 

177 Every one who, without lawful excuse, the  
proof of which lies on him, loiters or prowls at  
night on the property of another person near a  
dwelling-house situated on that property is guilty  
of an offence punishable on summary conviction. 

178 Every one other than a peace officer engaged 
 in the discharge of his duty who has in his possession 
 in a public place or who deposits, throws or injects or  
causes to be deposited, thrown or injected in, into or near 
 any place, 
(a) an offensive volatile substance that is likely to alarm,  
inconvenience, discommode or cause discomfort to any person 
 or to cause damage to property, or 
(b) a stink or stench bomb or device from which any substance  
mentioned in paragraph (a) is or is capable of being liberated, 
is guilty of an offence punishable on summary conviction. 



24 & 25 Vict. c.100, 1861



1Will. & M. c.18 passed in 
1688





Summary of proposed 
changes in Ministerial 

& R.A. protections



	Bill	C-51	–	removal	of	s.	176	has	passed	second	reading	and	is	being	considered	now	by	
	the	Standing	
	Commi@ee	on	JusCce	&	Human	Rights.		The	proposed	amendment	is: 
	 
14 SecCons	176	to	178	of	the	Act	are	replaced	by	the	following: 

Trespassing	at	night 
177 Every	person	who,	without	lawful	excuse,	loiters	or	prowls	at	night	on	the	property	of		
another	person	near	a	dwelling-house	situated	on	that	property	is	guilty	of	an	offence		
punishable	on	summary	convicCon.	[2004,	c.	15,	s.	108] 
	 



Does this leave Ministers 
vulnerable to violent 

attack, while  en route to 
perform their duties , etc.?



No. 

There are still ample provisions in the Criminal Code protecting ministers in the performance of their duties, and travel to and from their 
duties. ( All reference are to the Criminal Code) . 

s.84- weapons offences, including firearms, and knives 
s. 175- causing a disturbance in or near a public place, 
          (iii) by impeding ( interfering with ) or molesting other persons - not sure if the molesting is sexual or not as this offence is found in part 5 dealing 
with Sexual Offences, Public Morals and Disorderly Conduct but in the disorderly conduct section .  
s. 244 - causing bodily harm and acts and omissions Causing Danger to a Person- with firearms, air, compressed gas gun or pistol 
s. 264.1 - assaults section 
s.319-  advocating genocide against an identifiable group such as a religious organization or sect in the Hate Crimes section. (This I found very 
interesting as in the Great Controversy EGW said, I believe that the freedom of religion of Sabbath-keepers would be punished by death in the USA.) 
But maybe God knew then that Canada would have this kind of protection for religious minorities. Or maybe this protection will be repealed as well. 
s. 423 - intimidation. 



MAY?



A couple of the Conservative members have even suggested that these Criminal Code amendments are merely the government’s way of not 
appointing new justices who would make the administration of justice move along more quickly and efficiently and effectively.

How do I know about the process and the 
concerns raised in the House of Commons?

The bill has passed second reading, and is not yet law. It has been sent to committee for further study, and perhaps amendment. It may never become law. It may die on the  
order paper, be amended, or s. 14 may be withdrawn. 

S. 14 has been subject to some filibuster. There have been some concerns raised, in the House, and in the populace at large, as to why the protection of ministers, the  
prohibition against duelling and the removal of the practice of witchcraft are being deleted from the Criminal Code.What does this tell us about the type of society that the  
Liberals are trying to establish here? Maybe nothing. Maybe it was just bureaucrats trying to tidy up what they thought were obsolete sections of the Criminal Code.



Pretending to practise witchcraft, etc. 
365 Every one who fraudulently 
·         (a) pretends to exercise or to use any kind of witchcraft,

 sorcery, enchantment or conjuration, 
·         (b) undertakes, for a consideration, to tell fortunes, or 
·         (c) pretends from his skill in or knowledge of an occult or 

crafty science to discover where or in what manner anything that 

is supposed to have been stolen or lost may be found, 

is guilty of an offence punishable on summary conviction. 

witchcraft 



Are we concerned about this 
proposed amendment?

if so, should not we pray, as the M.P.s in the house 
of Commons pray before starting every session?



A private Member’s 
bill



There was also a piece of legislation passed as Bill C-305, which increased penalties for vandalism motivated by hate of sacred property & property 
used by religious institutions, and protection of communal spaces. .  Was this a response to the recent burning of the Koran incident? Let’s check 
Hansard to be sure.

According to one of the debates ,StatsCan has reported an uptick in certain hate crimes and crimes motivated against religions.



Bill  C-305 
An act to amend 

the criminal 
code (Mischief)



First Session, Forty-second Parliament, 
64-65-66 Elizabeth II, 2015-2016-2017 

HOUSE OF COMMONS OF CANADA 

BILL C-305 
An Act to amend the Criminal Code (mischief) 

AS PASSED 
BY THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 

MAY 10, 2017 

421289 

SUMMARY 
This enactment amends the Criminal Code to add to the offence of mischief relating to religious property 
 the act of mischief in relation to property that is used for educational purposes, for administrative, social,  
cultural or sports activities or events or as a residence for seniors. 

Available on the Parliament of Canada Web Site at the following address: 
http://www.parl.gc.ca 

1st Session, 42nd Parliament, 
64-65-66 Elizabeth II, 2015-2016-2017 

HOUSE OF COMMONS OF CANADA 



BILL C-305 
An Act to amend the Criminal Code (mischief) 

Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate  
and House of Commons of Canada, enacts as follows: 

R.S., c. C-46 

Criminal Code 
1 (1) The portion of subsection 430(4.1) of the Criminal Code before 

 paragraph (a) is replaced by the following: 

Mischief relating to religious property, educational institutions, etc. 

(4.1) Everyone who commits mischief in relation to property described in any  
of paragraphs (4.101)(a) to (d), if the commission of the mischief is motivated by  
bias, prejudice or hate based on religion, race, colour, national or ethnic origin, age,  
sex, sexual orientation or mental or physical disability, 

(2) Section 430 of the Act is amended by adding the following after  
subsection (4.1): 

Definition of property 

(4.101) For the purposes of subsection (4.1), property means 
(a) a building or structure, or part of a building or structure, that is primarily used  
for religious worship — including a church, mosque, synagogue or temple —, an  
object associated with religious worship located in or on the grounds of such a  
building or structure, or a cemetery; 
(b) a building or structure, or part of a building or structure, that is primarily  
used by an identifiable group as defined in subsection 318(4) as an educational  
institution — including a school, daycare centre, college or university —, or an  
object associated with that institution located in or on the grounds of such a building  
or structure;



(c) a building or structure, or part of a building or structure, that is primarily  
used by an identifiable group as defined in subsection 318(4) for administrative,  
social, cultural or sports activities or events — including a town hall, community centre,  
playground or arena —, or an object associated with such an activity or event located in  
or on the grounds of such a building or structure; or 
(d) a building or structure, or part of a building or structure, that is primarily used by  
an identifiable group as defined in subsection 318(4) as a residence for seniors or an  
object associated with that residence located in or on the grounds of such a building or  
structure. 

Coordinating Amendment 
Bill C-16 

2 If Bill C-16, introduced in the 1st session of the 42nd Parliament and entitled  
An Act to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act and the Criminal Code,  
receives  
royal assent, then, on the first day on which both section 3 of that Act and  
section 1 of this Act are in force, the portion of subsection 430(4.1) of the  
Criminal Code before paragraph (a) is replaced by the following: 

Mischief relating to religious property, educational institutions, etc. 

(4.1) Everyone who commits mischief in relation to property described in any of  
paragraphs (4.101)(a) to (d), if the commission of the mischief is motivated by bias,  
prejudice or hate based on colour, race, religion, national or ethnic origin, age, sex,  
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression or mental or physical disability, 

Published under authority of the Speaker of the House of Commons 





From the Sponsor’s 
speech introducing the 
private member’s bill…



































you have just seen the 
covert operation of two 

special interest groups or 
lobbies 

what do you think about this? Are you 
going to do anything about this? What?



Let’s read what 
Jesus said in Luke 

17:28-30



And Let’s read Gen. 
19: 4-29



without religion there 
is no morality without 
morality there is no 

law; without  law there 
is anarchy . Lord 

Denning



Credits: Parliament of canada photo 
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